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Here is a delightful look at childhood, written by master poet and storyteller Robert Louis Stevenson.

In this collection of sixty-six poems, Stevenson recalls the joys of his childhood, from sailing boats

down a river, to waiting for the lamplighter, to sailing off to foreign lands in his imagination. Tasha

Tudor's watercolor paintings evoke a simpler time in the past, and celebrate two of the things she

loves most -- children and nature. Her talents are the perfect match for these inspiring poems,

making this a handsome gift edition that will be cherished by families for generations.
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This review is of the Chronicle Books edition (ISBN 0877016089).First published in 1885,

Stevenson's marvellous collection of children's poetry has never gone out of print, and remains near

the top of numerous "best book's for childen" lists. For example, Maurice Sendak, when asked to list

books that he thought every child should have the opportunity to read, named this collection first.

Harold Bloom, renowned literary critic (he has received more major awards from his peers than any

other) and author of the thought-provoking and controversial "The Western Canon", included

ACGoV in the list he furnished in response to an interviewer's request for a "Western Canon, Jr".

Among the homeschooling set, everyone from "Unschoolers" to "Classical Christian Educators"

recommend it.(It"s on the Classical Christian Support Loop's "1000 Good Books List").The Chronical

Books edition, containing all 64 of the poems that appeared in the original 1885 edition, is lavishly



illustrated with more than a hundred pictures, many of them full page, by several of the most

distinguished children's book illustrators of the late 19th and early 20th century. The book is well laid

out, with a pleasing juxtaposition of art and text, and printed on high-quality paper. It was named

one of the "Top Ten Picturebooks of the Year" by Redbook, was an American Bookseller "Pick of

the Lists" in 1989, and was given a starred review in Booklist.Stevenson perfectly captures the

child's world of sunshine, stars, dreams, toy boats, swings, apple tarts, fairies, flowers, and far-away

places in simple, evocative language which remains just as accessable for today's children as it was

for their grandparents.
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